
Construction Hazard 

Recognition

Presented By Tom Webb

Written by Mark D. Norton

Assistant Director ADOSH



Objectives

ÅBetter understanding of construction hazards in 
general.

ÅImprove skills as they relate to hazard 
recognition.

ÅProvide information on where to find applicable 
standards. 

ÅAnswer any questions or concerns re: 
construction safety in general.

ÅThis class is not so much designed to tell you 
what standards apply as it is to get you used 
to identifying problems when you come across 
them.  



Things to remember

É Always survey the 
work area.

É Never put off 
hazard abatement.

É Never tell yourself 
that itôs Ok this 
one time.

É Enforce Safety 
regulations 

É When in doubt ask 
for assistance.

É Train employees 
before you expose 
them to the 
hazard.

É If employee 
indicate that they 
need retraining, do 
it. 



Be Prepared for the task at 

hand



What is Hazard Recognition

The ability to look at a work process, 
activity, tool or piece of equipment 
and identify hazards that may pose a 
potential threat to the employees 
working in and around the process, 
activity or tool.  

A skill that gets better with 
knowledge and practice.  

You need to be able to know there is 
a problem before you can search out 
the standards that apply. 







Overview of hazard types in 

Construction

É Falls

É Electrical

É Struck by 

É Caught in or between

ïThe four categories above account 
for the majority of construction 
related deaths.  But they are not 
the only ones. 

ïNot part of the main four but 
seem to be cited all the time 
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Trades involved in Construction 

É Framers

É Painters

É Lathe & Stucco Crews

É Electricians

É Welders

É Plumbers

É Ironworkers

É Excavation Companies

ïVirtually any 
subcontractor/general 
contractor onsite. 



Multi-employer Issues

É1926.16(a) Prime contractor 
responsibilities: 

ïIn no case shall a prime contractor be 
relieved of overall responsibility for 
compliance with the requirements of 
this part for all work to be performed 
under the contract. 



Multi-employer
É 1926.16(c):  To the extent that any 

subcontractor of any tier agrees to 
perform any part of the contract, he also 
assumes responsibility for complying with 
the standards in this part with respect to 
that part.  The prime contractor assumes 
the entire responsibility under the contract 
and the subcontractor assumes 
responsibility with respect to his portion of 
the work.  With subcontracted work the 
prime contractor and any subcontractor or 
subcontractors shall be deemed to have 
joint responsibility.


